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OnDecember26,2000, theU.S. EnvironmentalProtection Agency’s(EPA’s) Officeof
PollutionPreventionandToxicsannouncedthelaunchoftheVoluntaryChildren’sChemical
Evaluation Program(VCCEP)with a notice in theFederalRegister. VCCEPis intended to
provide the Agency andthepublicwith themeans tounderstandthepotentialhealthrisks to
childrenassociatedwith chemicalsto which they may beexposed.TheFederalRegisterNotice
whichdescribestheVCCEPin detail can befound’atwww.epa.go’v/chemrtk’childhlfr.htni.

EPA is askingmanufacturersandimportersof23 chemicalsto committo sponsoring
theTfchemical(s) in apilot oftheVCCEPby developingand makingpublicly available,data
relatedto potentialhealtheffects, exposures, and risks tochildren. EPAis taking this action in
the formofa pilot soasto gaininsightinto howbestto design andimplementtheVCCEPin its
final form. Informationthatyourcompanyhasreportedto us indicates thatyourcompanyis a
manufactureror importerof atleastoneofthese23 chemicals.

Beforelaunchingthisprogram,EPA spent almostthreefull yearsworking with
~ ~~g~presentativcs ofchemicalmanufacturers,to~de~ignVCCEP. After
extensivedeliberationandconsiderationofstakehokler comments,EPA selectedthechemicals
for thisprogrambased onmonitoringdatademonstratingtheirpresencein bothhumantissue and
theenvironment. E1~A hasdesigned thisprogramto include a deliberative, tieredprocessfor
developingneededdatathat emphasizes sound scientificdecisionmaking.

To participatein the VCCEP,weaskthatyourcompanycommitby June25, 2001, in a
letterto EPA, tosponsorchemical(s)thatyourcompany manufacturesor imports. This
commitmentis limited to the firsttier oftesting andinformationgathering andwill entail.
evaluating existingdataon chemical toxicity,exposuresand risks, and wheregapsexist,
providing aschedulefor providingtheneededdata. We have also designed theprogramto be
flexible so as toallowyou to createconsortiawithyour industrial colleagues as ameansof
sharingdatadevelopmentactivities. Muchofthe designofthispilot programis similar to the
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